TURNING PROJECT

£ peek-t.h‘ljoll gh

’.

Turn a scrap of wood, a piece of dowel, and
a dab of paint into an elegant decoration.

his handsome ornament hokls maore
Tth.:m one surprise. The first is the tiny

tree caplured within the pierced body;
the second, the ease in turning this difficul-
looking project. Once you get the hang of it
you'll be able 1o spin them out by the dozen.
And after all the admiring remarks, vou'll
meed 1o answer the inevitable guestion,
“Howd you do it

1 Create the templates

Make @ ]"III['!I{'I-I.'I:IFI!.-' of the three tEmplates an
the WOOD Patternse insert, and adhere
them with spray adhesive o V" iempered
hardboard. Scrollsaw and then file the tem-
plates to shape, as shown at boftom.

TEMPLATE 2 TEMPLATT | FERPLATE §
BU0T FHOFELE THEE PIOFILE FiraAL PROSLE




2 Turn a tiny tree

Tools: 4" detail gouge, V" parting tool.
Tool rest: Gouge, slightly below center; parting tool, at center.
Speed: 1,000 rpm.

Four-jaw
[
chuck

414"

Turn to %" diametar.
Tail center

Sand and
paint the tree.

g Form the tree cone

Complete the trunk
Bevel the frunk foot and bottom of cone

Mark the center of one end of a srraight 415 -long piece of 73" dowel.
(We used walnut) Hold the other end loosely in the center opening of
a fourjaw chuck, support the marked end with the tal center, and
tighten the jaws. Using a detail gouge, turn 114" of the wilstock end
of the dowel 1o %" diameter. Using Template 1 as 4 guide, mark the
localion of the wee trunk and the wop of the ree, Use a parting ool o

3 Drill the body and insert the tree

Tool: ¥ Forstner bit,

Speaed: 500 rpm.
a" walnut dowel .. e ¥:" hole ¥4" deap,
2" long i j  centered
| . y
L iV
! ] = Botlom
%" hole 2° deep, \ sl o
canterad 1% x 1% x 3%4° maphe blank

For the body, cot a 1313534 blank, (We nsed maple. You also
can laminate the blank from thinner stock.) Chuck a %" Forstner bit
into your drill press, and bore intersecting holes through adjacent

faces, where shown above. Then mark the centers of the ends. and

4 Rough-turn the body i

Tools: 4" spindle gouge, 4" parting toal.
Tool rest: Gouga, slightly below canter: parting 10ol, at center.
Speed: 1,000 rpm.

Hnugh lurm the sguare 0 a cylindar.

—aMaHE & gauging cul

il ﬂ'ﬁough-tum the bottom
— - ol the amamant

Holding the square blank loosely in the four-jaw chuck with the jaws
gripping the sides and the corners between the jaws, apply light pres-
sure 1o the center of the dowel with the tail center. Tighten the chuck.
Lise a spindle gouge to rough-turn the maple square to a cylinder.

I‘-.!a:h the top of the omamant with a shallow cut.

define the trunk with a 4 . $witch to the detail gouge, al
form the tree “cone.” as shown above, freeing the dowel from the i
center in the process. Swilch W the parting 1ool, and complete 1l
trunk. Finally, bevel the area at the foot of the trunk and bottom
the cone with the detail gouge. Finish-sand and paint the wee. (V
used green glitter paint purchased al an art-supply store.)

drill a hole Irl Lt d 1o the El.epih shown above lefi, as shov
above, Cut a 2%-long piece of ¥ walout dowel, and glue it into
top hole. Now glue the dowel with the tree into the bottom hole, po:
toning it where shown above center: Let the glue dry,

/

ide, mark thg top of the body with a penc
ith a parting ool Mow mark the bo
ke u gauging cut. Starting al the gaugi
of the body, os shown above.

Using Temp 2asa
and make o suillow

maximum diafeler, a
cut, rough-form the b




5 Form the finial R

Tools: '&" parting lool, %" spindle gouge, %" detail gouge.
Tool rest: Parting tool, at center; gouges, slightly below center.
Speed: 1,000 rpm.

Make the gauging cuts.

Turn the dowal to
’ @‘ a two-step cylindar

Lising Template 3 as a guide, murk the critical finial diameters on the
dowel. and make two gauging cuts with a parting tool. Then with a
spindle gouge, rough-turn the dowel all the way 1o the end, forming
a two-step cylinder, where shown abeve. Using the template, mark

I

the maximum extent of the two finial beads. Working from the bot
tom and then the top of the finial, use the detail gouge to sweep tapers
towand the marked bend srea, as shown above, Mark the bead pesks
and the center of the valley between them, and form the beads.

6 Finish the bottom of the ornament

Tool: Y detail gouge.
Tool rest: Slightly below canter.
Speed: 1,000 rpm.

Fimizh-turm the botiom
of the body.

Begin forming
the bottom bevel,

the bavel by sanding
ﬂ Finish-sand the bottom of the body and the finial

Using a detail gouge, finish-turn the bottom of the body, as shown
above righr, forming a V-groove at the top of the finial. Then begin
beveling the bottom of the finial, reducing the diameter 1o %47, Stop

1 Complete the body and apply finish

Tools: &" parting tool, " detail gouge.
Tool rest: Parting tool, at center; gouge, slightly below center.
Speed: 1,000 rpm,

Makea a parting cut 1o 54" dlameatar

a Finsh-sand (e top of he ormament,
- ih"-_

ﬂ Part the ormament fram
Ihe wasie,

Form the top of the body.

a Begin forming the cap.
B Remove some waste,

Uszing a parting tood, deepen the cut marking the wop of the arnament
o ¥ diameter. as indicated on the template. Then using a detail
gouge, lorme the top ol the body, blending it smoathly into the fin-
ished bottom. For toal maneavering room when forming the beveled
cap, use the detail gouge w remove mateérial on the waste side of the
parting cut, Now begin forming the cap, as shown above right, cut-
ting to-a 35" diameter. Finish-sand the orament. Finally, aliernately
extending the cap bevel and removing material from the waste side of

54

Saw oft waste and complate

the luthe, and cut off the waste with a fine-tooth saw. Back the
tailstock away and finish the bevel by sanding. With the lathe turning
at 850 rpm, finish-sand the bottom of the body and the finsal

the cut, separate the orrament from the waste. Drill a priot hobe at the
center of the cap and screw in a brass screw eve. Hane the omament
on & piece of wire and spray on several coats of gloss lacquer. To
Imuy the ornanment, add a 11:u.r[:| of decorative twine, @

Whitten Dy Jan Swec with Phil Brennion and Jeif Martz
Propect design: Beth Ireland
Ihstrations: Roxanne LeMoine
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