Garron Riechers Ornament Demo

1. Cut cubes1%” on aside

2. Place the cube in a check with end grain facing out

3. Use a%” drill in a Jacobs chuck brought slowly up to the face of the block and let the drill find
the center. Make just a small dimple.

4. Use a compass or divider to scribe or mark a %” circle around the dimple.

5. Now drill a %4” hole, half way through the block.

6. Use a 90 degree countersink bit to cut a tapered hole exactly %” in Diam.

7. Reverse your block in the chuck to prepare the opposite end grain side.

8. Repeat steps 3-6 on this side.

9. Reposition the cube 90 degrees to start drilling the holes in the faces.

10. Use a good sharp forstner bit 1 %” diam. Again, slowly move the tail stock with drill bit in place
to contact the rotating cube and let the bit find the center then lock the tail stock and bore half
way through the cube. You can see the bit through the %” holes you previously drilled.

11. This is a good time to sand the inside of the the hole you just drilled. It makes the sanding easier
at this stage.

12. Turn the cube 180 degrees and drill until you meet the previous hole. On this one there will be a
thin plate of wood inside the hole. Remove this before sticking your finger in the hole to sand.

13. Complete drilling and sanding the other 2 faces.

Turn the cube into a round ornament.

You are going to be using a %” pen mandrel for this part. Turn a couple of 5/8” x 1 %” and a
couple of 5/8” x 1 %" dowels or use 5/8” dowel rods. Drill a %4” hole through the center. Taper one end
to 45 degrees which will act as a jam chuck in the countersink holes you drilled in the cube.

1. Mount the cube on the mandrel between two of the dowel jam chucks. Don’t tighten them any
more than it takes to keep the cube from slipping while turning.

2. Don’t get too aggressive with your cuts. Sharpen your gouge. Turn until you just get to the
edges of the holes you previously drilled. Look for the “flat” areas around the holes and turn
until these are gone.

3. Tidy things up with sanding the outside while still on the mandrel.

Turn finials for the top and the bottom. For these | turn them with the small or pointed end towards the
headstock. That way | can support the finial the whole time I'm turning by using a mandrel saver.

1. Foral%” cube start with about a 7 inch piece of %” material and turn it to 5/8” diameter.

2. The top will be turned first. For dimensions | chose the length of the top to be 1/3 of the
Diameter of the ornament or 7/8” from the top of the tapered seat. The overall length is
about 1 %”.

3. Turna¥%” by %" tenon on the end.

4. Cutthe 45 degree bevel using a bowel gouge ground to 45 degrees.



8.

Drill a small hole (numbered drill bits) to house a small wire which your internal decoration
will hang from. DON’T FORGET TO DO THIS.

Turn the top to your own liking.

Decide which end on the ornament you want facing up. Slip it on the end and mark the
tenon length flush with the inside hole. Use a small skew to trim the tenon to flush.

For the rest of the top use the mandrel saver to support the tenon.

I made the finial length 2/3rds of the length from the top of the ornament to the end of the finial (90
mm). | found it easier when using the 1/3, 2/3" ratios to use mm. Do whatever suits your style.



