Globe Ornament
by Jake Niedling 8-28-2018

This Globe style ornament is an easy and quick project. Time to complete should be around 60 minutes.
Hopefully, you will enjoy making them for your family, friends or local charity. Also, fun to make a bunch
(unpainted) and let your children or grandchildren paint them up for a special memorable ornament.
I have taken photographs of the steps, so you can see how I make these ornaments. Of course, if you have
questions, call me at 865-607-4808 or email me at jakej@frontiernet.net.
Lets get started: You will need to turn two pieces, the Globe and Cap.
Remember to wear your safety equipment whenever the lathe is on, such as eye and dust protection.

Turn the Globe:
Step 1 – Mount a piece of wood that is approximately 2” x 2” x 4 to 5” long between centers on the lathe.
Any kind of wood will work, but light colored wood works best for coloring. Turn a tenon on one end to fit
your scroll chuck. I turn the tenon down to about 2” diameter to fit my jaws. This will just leave the 4 corners
to rest up against the scroll chuck. If you don’t have a scroll chuck, you will need to glue the tenon into a glue
block mounted on a face plate.

Step 2 – Begin rough shaping the globe with a 3/8” bowl or spindle gouge. The shape can be any design
( round, egg shape, squatty globe,tear drop, flat center band with curved top and bottom, etc.). I try to turn at
least ½ of the backside, so I can envision where the bottom will end up.

Step 3 -

Drill a 1/2” hole about ¾ of the way through the globe using a drill chuck in the tail stock.

Step 4 - Take the stem down to around ¾“ diameter. You will
probably want to do this with a parting tool. Do the final the
shaping of the top and bottom of the globe using a 3/8” spindle
gouge.

Step 5 – Sand the globe starting with 180, 220 then 320 grit.

Step 6 – Part off the globe using a parting tool and a saw.

Step 7 - Using the wood still in the scroll chuck, make a jamb chuck with a 1/2” tenon to fit the top of the
globe. The jamb chuck should be curved inward to match the curve of the globe to provide good support.

Step 8With a good tight fit, you should able to turn off the bottom side with a 3/8” spindle gouge. If
needed, wrap some blue painters tape around the globe and the jamb chuck before turning the bottom. Sand the
globe starting with 180, 220 then 320 grit.

Step 9 -

Remove the completed globe.

Turn the Cap
Step 10 - A piece of wood that is 1” x 1” x 2 to 3” long. The cap should be a contrasting color to the globe. I
like to use maple and dye it black. Other woods or colors will work as well. Turn a tenon on one end using a
parting tool to fit your small pin jaws or collet chuck. If you don’t have small jaws, then glue the tenon into a
waste block on a face plate or larger chuck jaws.

Step 11 - Measure the size of the cap required for the globe using calipers. For a 1/2” hole in the globe, the
cap should be around 3/4” to 7/8” diameter. Turn a 2” section near the tail stock down to this cap size.

Step 12cap.

Begin shaping the cap. Again, the design is what ever you like. I like a small ball on top of a curved

Step 13 - Drill a hole in the ball for a screw eye. I like to use a skew on its side and use the long point to make
a starter hole. Drill 1/16” hole for 217-1/2 size screw eye. If you use a larger screw eye size, then use the
appropriate size drill bit. I use a drill mounted in a block of wood and hold it by hand. You could use a drill
chuck, pliers or pen chuck to hold the drill bit.

Step 14 - Use a parting tool to carefully cut the tenon on the cap to fit the globe. Measure the hole which
should be 1/2” diameter. Turn and check the tenon often to get a close fit to the globe.

Step 15 - Use a small skew on its side to under cut the cap, so it will fit tightly against the globe. Sand the
Cap starting with 180, 220 then 320 grit.

Step 16 - Coloring the cap is optional. I like to use a black stain or dye on maple. Other options are endless,
like acrylic paints, India inks or colored markers. Caution when using color markers, they may run when the
finish is applied. Once dry, part off the cap, leaving at least 1/2” to glue into the globe.

Step 17 - Glue the cap into the globe. The glue choice is whatever you prefer. I have always used medium
CA glue without any problems. If the fit is loose, then an epoxy glue would be better.

Step 18- The globe can now be decorated, if you choose. One option is to use a woodburner to add some
decoration. I often will burn 4 star patterns around the globe. Many other options are possible, using paints as
well.

Step 19- For final finish, I use a gloss spray can lacquer. I will apply 3 to 4 light coats. I
will rub between coats with a fine steel wool.

Step 20-

Finished Globes. Have fun and I hope you enjoy making these ornaments.

